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Ise Katagami, Japan’s world-renowned traditional paper stencil art, has been reborn as modern interior wallcoverings.

Kioi Wallcoverings presents a new expression of Japan and reimagines contemporary interiors.
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Ise Katagami: A Thousand Years of Japanese Design Heritage
Ise Katagami are finely carved stencils made from persimmon-tanned washi paper, traditionally used to dye kimono patterns.

This craft, with over a thousand years of history, originates from Ise Province (now Suzuka City, Mie Prefecture). During the Edo period,
it flourished under the protection of the Kishu Domain, and its exceptional techniques have been passed down to this day, earning

designation as a National Important Intangible Cultural Property.

Ise Katagami expresses the Japanese appreciation for nature, seasonal beauty, and aesthetics with incredible precision, making it not only

a craft but also a highly valued form of art.

At Kioi Art Gallery: Edo Ise Katagami Museum, over 5,000 stencils from the Edo to Showa periods are preserved. These stencils were

carefully handed down by historic dyeing houses in Nihonbashi, the center of Edo’s fashion culture.

To pass this cultural legacy on to future generations, Lilycolor collaborates with the museum to incorporate these exquisite patterns into
modern wallpapers, glass films, and curtains under the kioi brand—bringing new expressions of Japanese beauty to contemporary

interiors.
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Kawari Tatewaku with Chrysanthemum and Pine Needles

A Timeless Pattern of Auspicious Beauty

The Tatewaku pattern, depicting rising steam or spring water, has long been considered a symbol of good fortune.
This elegant motif was already used in the Heian period for the formal attire of aristocrats, making it one of Japan’s
most prestigious patterns.

The pine tree, known as Tokiwa-gi (evergreen tree), symbolizes longevity and prosperity. In this design, pine needles
form the shape of chrysanthemums, which also represent long life. Combining these auspicious symbols with the
upward-flowing Tatewaku expresses rising fortune and eternal happiness.

In Japan, pine trees have been revered as sacred since ancient times and often appear in ceremonial garments for
special occasions.

Wallpaper Lilycolor 2025-2028 LIGHT / LL-6221,6222,6223
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Amime Pattern

A Timeless Pattern of Prosperity and Protection

The Amime pattern is one of the Ajiro (woven) patterns, inspired by fishing nets.
Traditionally, it has been used as an auspicious design symbolizing abundant catches. The pattern also carries the
meaning of “capturing everything in one net”, making it a popular family crest among samurai families.

In addition, the net was believed to block evil spirits, giving the pattern a special significance as a protective charm
against plagues and misfortune.

Wallpaper Lilycolor 2025-2028 LIGHT / LL-6224,6225
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Toyama (Distant Mountains)

A Timeless Pattern of Nobility and Natural Beauty

The Toyama pattern depicts layers of distant mountains, a classic motif in traditional Japanese design.

In the past, only high-ranking monks from imperial and aristocratic backgrounds, affiliated with prestigious monzeki
temples in Kyoto, were permitted to wear garments adorned with this pattern. As a result, Toyama came to symbolize
nobility and elevated status.

This particular design uses the Dai-sho Arare (large and small hail) technique to create the mountain landscape.
Unlike Same-komon or Gyogi, which use evenly sized dots, Dai-sho Arare features dots in varying sizes, adding

texture and visual depth to the pattern.

Wallpaper Lilycolor 2025-2028 LIGHT / LL-6226,6227
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Ume (Plum Blossom)

A Timeless Pattern of Resilience and Blessings

The Ume pattern symbolizes resilience, vitality, and prosperity, and is also considered an auspicious motif for the
New Year.

Blossoming in early spring with its fragrant scent, the dignified beauty of the plum blossom has long been cherished
in Japan, where auspicious symbols hold deep cultural importance.

Together with pine, which stays green even in snow, and bamboo, which grows straight and strong even in winter,
ume is known as one of the Three Friends of Winter (Saikan Sanyu), representing strength and perseverance.

The kanji character for "ume" (#) combines the tree radical (/K) and the character for “every” (% ). In ancient
clan society, " & "

referred to the mother who bore and raised the most children.Because the plum tree bears fruit

evenly across all its branches, people came to see it as a symbol of fruitfulness and a nurturing spirit, reinforcing its
status as an auspicious tree.

Wallpaper Lilycolor 2025-2028 LIGHT / LL-6228,6229
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o0

Matsu (Pine Tree)

A Timeless Pattern of Longevity and Divine Power

The pine tree, an evergreen, is admired for its strength to thrive even in harsh environments. As a result, it has long
symbolized longevity, dignity, and eternal youth, and has been revered as a sacred tree inhabited by divine spirits.
Young pines with fresh green shoots are called Wakamatsu, while older, majestic trees are known as Oimatsu.

During the Heian period, aristocrats planted pines in their formal gardens, admiring their beauty while praying for
prosperity.In the Sengoku period, samurai planted pines in their castles and gardens as symbols of victory and
authority.On Noh theater stages, the pine tree serves as a divine symbol, while the Kadomatsu (New Year’s pine
decoration) welcomes the Toshigami (New Year deity) to the home.

Deeply rooted in Japanese culture and history, the pine tree is far more than just a plant—it represents sacred power,
prosperity, and enduring strength.

Wallpaper Lilycolor 2025-2028 LIGHT / LL-6230,6231
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Nami (Wave)

A Timeless Pattern of Eternal Flow and Harmony with Nature

Surrounded by the sea on all sides, Japan has long cherished wave patterns as a beloved design motif.

Waves that endlessly rise and fall symbolize eternity, immortality, longevity, and birth, making them a classic
auspicious pattern.

There are several types of wave patterns, including the Seigaiha (blue ocean waves) and Namito (wave crest
patterns), but this particular wallpaper features the Rytsui (flowing water) pattern.

The Ryusui pattern represents flowing streams and rivers, expressing both the flexibility of water and the cycle of
life.

It also reflects Japan’s ancient belief in harmony with nature, rooted in the worship of myriad deities known as
Yaoyorozu no Kami.

As a symbolic expression of this deep reverence for nature, wave patterns have inspired countless poetic and
expressive designs, often combining waves with other natural motifs.

Wallpaper Lilycolor 2025-2028 LIGHT / LL-6232,6233,6234
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Sango (Coral)

A Timeless Pattern of Prosperity, Protection, and Beauty

Prized for its natural beauty, coral has long been treasured as a material for decorative art and jewelry.
In Buddhism, coral is considered one of the Seven Treasures (Shippd), along with gold, silver, lapis lazuli, crystal,
giant clam shell, and agate.

Coral, which takes many years to grow deep under the sea, is highly valuable due to its rarity, making it a symbol of
prosperity and wealth.It also carries meanings of longevity, health, protection, and warding off evil, as well as love
and beauty.

In Japan, coral has been believed to possess protective power against evil spirits and misfortune, and it is often used
as a talisman to safeguard cherished people and important places.

Wallpaper Lilycolor 2025-2028 LIGHT / LL-6235,6236
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Ashibe Pattern (Reed by the Water’s Edge)
A Timeless Pattern of Ephemeral Beauty and Resilient Life

The Ashibe pattern features reeds, often depicted alongside boats and waterfowl, forming a classic waterside motif
frequently used for summer kimono.Although commonly called "Ashi," the plant is also referred to as "Yoshi," a
more auspicious pronunciation in Japanese culture.

Swaying gently in the wind at the water’s edge, or veiled in mist, reeds evoke a sense of transience and ethereal
beauty. At the same time, their strong life force—able to withstand harsh conditions and regenerate quickly—makes
them a symbol of growth and renewal.

This delicate balance between fleeting beauty and enduring strength reflects the Japanese sense of impermanence
(mujokan) and spiritual depth, both cherished aspects of traditional aesthetics.

Wallpaper Lilycolor 2025-2028 LIGHT / LL-6237
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Shida (Fern)

A Timeless Pattern of Vitality and Eternal Growth

The fern has long been revered as a sacred plant, believed to embody strong life force due to its ability to reproduce
without flowers or seeds. Even in ancient Rome, ferns were considered magical plants, and in Japan, they were
similarly seen as symbols of longevity and prosperity.

In Japan, fern leaves began appearing in craft designs and textile patterns during the Heian period. However, its use
in design was still limited at the time. Fern motifs were fully developed in the Kamakura period, with their earliest
recorded use being in family crests (kamon).

From the Edo period onward, fern patterns spread widely in the decoration of craftworks and kimono, and they
continue to be used as a key element of Japanese design today.

Wallpaper Lilycolor 2025-2028 LIGHT / LL-6238
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Sakurajima (Cherry Blossom Stripes)

A Timeless Pattern of Fleeting Beauty and Lasting Order

The cherry blossom has been cherished by aristocrats since the Heian period, announcing the arrival of spring.
By this time, “flower” in Japan had become synonymous with sakura, establishing it as the country’s most iconic
bloom.

Symbolizing both the brilliance of life and its fleeting nature, sakura’s brief but glorious bloom followed by its
gentle fall to the ground embodies mujo, the Japanese concept of impermanence. The graceful sight of falling cherry
petals has captivated Japanese hearts for centuries, inspiring countless decorative patterns.In contrast, striped
patterns (shima) symbolize order, continuity, and the refined aesthetic of Edo culture, representing a sense of urban
sophistication.

The combination of sakura’s ephemeral beauty and the enduring regularity of stripes creates a design that reflects
harmony between transience and permanence.

Wallpaper Lilycolor 2025-2028 LIGHT / LL-6239
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Himawari (Sunflower)

A Timeless Pattern of Passion and Devotion

Sunflowers were introduced to Japan in the mid-Edo period.

)

The Japanese name Himawari, meaning “facing the sun,” comes from the combination of Hima (sun) and Aoi
(hollyhock)—a plant whose name originally meant “turning toward various directions.” This poetic naming reflects
the sunflower’s habit of following the sun’s movement across the sky. With its bold and powerful presence, the

sunflower motif became a popular design for Taisho Romantic and Showa Modern kimono.

As a summer pattern, it evokes the image of a radiant bloom resembling the sun itself, flowering from July to
September. The sunflower also carries symbolic meanings of admiration, passion, and unwavering devotion,
expressed in the phrase “I only have eyes for you.”

Wallpaper Lilycolor 2025-2028 LIGHT / LL-6240
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Kaede (Maple Leaf)

A Timeless Pattern of Autumn Grace and Good Fortune

The maple leaf, turning vibrant red in autumn, has long been cherished as a motif representing nostalgia and seasonal
beauty. Its ability to change color with the seasons is also associated with the idea that adapting well to change
brings happiness, making it a symbol of good fortune.

The name Kaede originated from the old Japanese word “Kaerude”, meaning “frog’s hand,” as the shape of the leaf
was thought to resemble a frog’s webbed fingers. Because of its distinctive shape and elegant colors, maple leaves
became popular as a design motif for kimono from the Momoyama period onwards.

Wallpaper Lilycolor 2025-2028 LIGHT / LL-6241
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Same Komon / Gyogi

A Timeless Pattern of Formality, Elegance, and Craftsmanship

Same Komon is the official family crest pattern of the Kishu Tokugawa clan.

Its design, resembling the tough skin of a shark, symbolized protective armor, while the repeating fan-shaped
arrangement represents Suehirogari, a symbol of good fortune and prosperity.

Gyogi was the official family crest pattern of the Date clan of Sendai. Its diagonal rows of neatly placed dots were
said to resemble people bowing respectfully, embodying the spirit of courtesy and etiquette.

Both of these highly refined komon patterns were crafted using the intricate techniques of Ise Katagami and were
incorporated into formal samurai attire (kamishimo) during the Edo period, as various clans competed to display
their refinement.

Among them, Same Komon and Gyogi came to be recognized as part of the prestigious Edo Komon Triad, requiring
the highest level of dyeing craftsmanship.

This rivalry led to continuous refinement of artisans' skills, further advancing the precision of Ise Katagami carving
techniques.Originally, these patterns were exclusive to samurai ceremonial dress, but over time, townspeople in Edo
began to adopt and reinterpret them into their own fashionable kimono.

This marked the birth of Edo Komon, a unique style where the samurai’s symbol of formality transformed into a
symbol of sophisticated urban fashion.In this way, a cultural reversal emerged—what started as a mark of samurai
status evolved into a celebrated symbol of Edo’s stylish spirit.

Wallpaper Lilycolor 2025-2028 LIGHT / LL-6242,6243,6244,6245,6246,6247,6248,6249




